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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extracts of Speeches at the 13th A.viver- 
sary. 


Contiaued from p. 341. 

Mr. Paterson, lately come home on a 
visit from Russia, detailed, with his accus- 
towed perspicuity, the progress of the Bible 
Society 1 that vast Empire, and on otber 
parts of the Continent :— 


My Lords and Gentlemen—Three 
years have elapsed, since, in compa- 
ny with my friend, Mr. Pinkerton, I 
had an opportunity of attending one 
of the auniversaries of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Since that 
time, as your lordship knows, we have 
been employed in promoting the cause 
of the Society on the Continent of 
Europe, and particularly in the ex- 
tensive empire of Russia. What we 
then stated, as to the progress of the 
Cause in the North, seemed to awak- 
en universal attention ; but the work 
was then only in its commencement. 
The foundation had, indeed, been 
successfully laid; and such advances 
had been made, as to excite the warm- 
est hopes, as to the future grandeur 
and glory of the rising superstructure : 
but ts progress, since that period, far 
exceeds our most sanguine expecta- 
tions. Encouraged and assisted by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
patronized and supported by the great 
and good Alexander of Russia ; under 
the direction of our excelient and 
ous President’ and Vice-Presidents, 
with their co-adjutors: and, above ail, 
under the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence, the whole building, ftly framed 
together, groweth unto a holy temple 
tn the Lord. In proof of what I as- 
sert, I need only refer to the Report of 
this day,and to the facts which it con- 
tains—facts, which must fill every 


heart with gratitude, and every mov 
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with praise; and which, while they in- 
spire every individual, who has been 
instrumental in carrying on this great 
work, from the Emperor on the throne 
to the humblest contributor, with holy 
admiration, will compel him to ex- 
claim, Not unto us, O Lard, but unto 
thy name, be the glory ! 

My lord, the lateness of the hour 
forbids “ fo enter on a detailed ac- 
count of the proceedings of the Socie- 
ty in the Non of Europe. 1 would 
only beg leave to observe, that the 
progress which we have made, has 
tended to convince us, mere than ever, 
of the great want of the Scriptures 
which exists in Denmark, in Sweden, 

Finland, and in Russia; and the 
very means which we have used to 
supply that want, have led to new dis- 
coveries of it, and ‘convinced us that 
the real extent of the evil is even yet 
but impertectly known. On a mode-* 
rate calculation, not fewer than fifteea 
millions of copies of the Scriptures 
will be required, before every family 
in the North of Europe is furnished 
with one copy of the Divine Volume; 
and, after this statement, can it any 
longer be doubted, whether Bible So- 
cieties were necessary, or whether any 
other plav could have been devised to 
meet the exigency of the case’ 

It is gratifying, to be able to assert, 
that the desire to possess the Scrip- 
tures in the North of Europe grows 
exceedingly. Previously to the insti- 
tution of Bible Societies, this desire 
was, iD a manner, dormant ; 2000 co- 
pies were guilicient to supply the an- 
nual demand for the Scriptures ; now 
200.000 copies would not suffice. 

We began our career at St. Peters- 
burg, by giving notice in the public 
papers when we had Bibles to sell; 
but the effect of those advertisements 
was, bringing together such a crowdy 
that it was almost impossible to pro~ 
eced with the business of the deposito 
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fy. We have, therefore, been forced 
to: employ secrecy, as our best and 
safes! policy... But, though this shields 
us from the pressure of the crowd, it 
does not save us from the most urgent, 
and sometimes, clamorous demands, 
made alike by the noble and the pea- 
sant: and,, when all other arguments 


fail, they not unfrequently threaten to: 


complain of us to the Emperor ; just- 
ly alleging, that it is his gracious will 
that we should furnish them: with co- 
pies of the Scriptures; and faisely im- 
agining, that it is from. unwillingness, 
not inability, that we fail to execute 
his wishes. It is not less gratifying to 
witness their jov on ebiaining the 
pearl of great price, than it is painful 
to observe their grief on meeting with 
a disappointment. , 

It would, perhaps, be too much to 
say,.that all these effects are to be as- 
cribed. to the operation of Bible Soci- 
eties. Certain, however, it is, that 
they have been employed as the chief 
instruments in producing them. To 
do justice to the subject, we must trace 
the influence, the effects of which we 
are describing, to a higher source ; 
even to the God of the Bible, who will 
have all men to be saved, and to. come to 
the knowledge of the tru’h. 

As has been justly stated in the Re- 
port, the disposition to meet these nu- 
merous wants is fully adequate to is 
magnitude. If funds are wanted, the 
people offer willingly. Russian pea- 
sants have, of their own accord, come 
forward, and contributed, in full pro- 
portion. to their circumstances and 
means. Bible Societies are forming 
in every partof the Empire; and they 
are literally doing prodigies. The 
Society at Cronstadt goes on from 
strength to strengih; and is worthy 
of observation, that this Society, which 
is chiefly composed of naval mea, has 
engaged two other naval! stations to 
co-operate with it, inthe execation of 
its work. Nor ts the Russian army 
Jess zealous thaw the navy, in this la- 
bour of love. The Society at Mo- 
ghiley, the head-quarters ef the Rus- 
sian army at present, aud which is 

~“-a-‘eed by Prince Barclay de Tol- 
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ly, has, in the course ofa few months, 


seut to the Parent Society no less a 
sum than 17,000 rubles. The brave 
Don Cossacks,.who are always fore- 
most in the ranks when allowed to fol- 
low the bias of their own minds, are 
occupied in organizing a Society fo; 
their district; and have, in the mean 
time, contributed not less than 10,000 
rubles to the common fund. 

But, my Lord, it is impossible, in 
alluding to this part of my subject, not 
to mention the liberality of that most 
benevolent monarch, the Emperor of 
Russia, and what he has-done for the 
advancement of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety. In addition to his annual sub- 
scription of 10,000 rubles, he has, dur- 
ing the last year, given the Society 
30,000. rubles, besides a magnificent 
house, and a portion of land taken 
from. the hmperiat Gardens: and he 
has, declared, that if money or hands 
are wanting to carry on the great ob- 
jects of the Society, he will furnish 
both. 

The exertions which are making 
in every country of the North, in or- 
der to meet the vast and increasing 
demands for copies of the Scriptures, 
are in proportion to the means which 
they possess. Your time will net per- 
mit me to expatiate on this interesting 
part of the subject; allow me,.there- 
fore, merely to state, that the Russiaa 
Bible Society: will, in the next month, 
have finished editous of the Scriptures 
in SIXTEEN different languages: they 
are preparing. them in TWO MORE; 
and, when these are completed, they 
will have copies of the word of God to 
distribute in Twenty-nine different 
languages. ‘The measures at present 
taking tocarry on this part of the work 
at St. Petersburgh, ave such as will en- 
able the Society to print more than 
100,000 copies of the Sacred Volume, 
annually. These copies.will be distri- 
buted over an immense tract of coun- 
try, to mev of almost every nation and 
reiigious denomination. | Christians 
and Jews, Mahoinedans. and Pagans; 
friends and foes, are alike the objects 

of this Godlike Charity ; and it is in« 
teresting to know, that the Greeks, in- 
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iabiting the shores of the Black Sea 
aud the Grecian Islands, have receiv- 
ed from the Russian Society this heav- 
eulyboon. ‘Theinhabitants of Mount 
Ararat have been blessed with the 
ark of the New Covenant, the sacred 
deposit of the perfect law of liberty, and 
which teaches them, instead of paying 
a supersutious veneration ta the sup- 
posed relics of Noah’s ark, to adore 
him of whom that ark was only a fi- 
gure. The Word of the Lord, which 
has gone out from St. Petersburgh, has 
entered Persia: it has reached to Is- 
pahan and Shiraz; and, by means of 
the Society’s exertions, the immortal 
Martyn, though now dead, yet conti- 
nues to preach the truths of the Gos- 
pel in that interesting country. ‘The 
light of divine Revelation is rising on 
Bucharest; and the New Testament 
js now read in that city in which the 
faithful Abdallah suffered martyrdom 
for his adherence to the truth which it 
contains. Means are also using to ef- 
fect an introduction of the Word of E- 
terua! Life into the popuious Empire 
of China; and it is hoped, that, in a 
few years, a highway will be opened, 
through Siberia, into Chinese Tarta- 
ry; and the Scriptures have free 
course from [Irkutsk to Pekin. 

Thus, the Russiau Bible Society is 
lengthening her cords, and strengthen- 
ing her stakes: she is breaking forth 
on the right hand and on the left: she 
prescribes no bounds to her exertions. 
Sitting as a queen in the midst of na- 
tions, she diffuses the blessings of Rev- 
elation to all around her. 

If you ask to what this success is at- 
tributable, f have no hesitation in say- 
ing, itis owing to the great fundamen- 
tal principles of the British and Fo- 
reigu Bible Society—the distribution 
of the Scriptures without note or com- 
ment; and the admission of persons 
of all religious denominations, to a par- 
ticipation of its privileges and its la- 
bours. Wherever these principles 
have been adhered to, the Bible Soci- 
ety has prospered; where they have 
been deviated from, in any degree, 
there tle cause has languished, and has 
e0ntinued to languish, till there was a 
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return to those principles. Built on 
this foundation, the Bible Society is 
breaking down every wall of partition: 
—it is cementing Christians of all de- 
nominations in unity and concord :-~ 
it is diffusing amity and love even be- 
tween hostile nations:—it is teaching 
men that they are brethren, children 
of one Father; that they are partak- 
ers of the same privileges, and heirs 
of the same immortality. In a word, 
its line is gone forth to all the earth, and 
its words to the end of the world: pro- 
claiming, Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, and good-will towards 
men. 





From the London Missionary Chronicle, 
for September 1817; received at the Office 
of the Religious Intelligencer. 


SOUTH SEAs. 


We are extremely sorry to learn 
(from the Sydney Gazette, ) that some 
of the Aborigines in New South Wales 
have lately manifested feelings of hos- 
tility and revenge againsi the Euro- 
pean settlers whom they consider ag 
intruders. Several instances of their - 
savage cruelties on persons in exposed: 
situations are detailed. But by the 
vigilant attention and active measures 
of the colonial government, it is hoped 
that the natives will be restrained from 
future atrocities. 

By the Macquarie, a ship belonging 
to New South Wales, some further in- 
formation has been received respect- 
ing 

OTAHEITE. 

«“ The Macquarie left Otaheite, April 
21, with a cargo of 50 or 60 tons of 
pork, excellently cured. She sailed 
from Sydney, Nov. 24, and reached 
Morea (Eimao,) where the Missiona- 
ries have dwelt, about January 6, but 
opened no trade with the natives, as 
there was little pork on the island.— 
Sailed Feb. 10, to Huaheine, and 
thence to Ulitea, where she procured 
a few tons ; went thence to Bolabola, 
and received the main part of her car- 
go; went thence to. Mobiddee, and 
traded for a. few tons; from thence 
returned to Eimao, and got 11] tons of 
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pork. The difficulty of procuring a 
cargo was extremely great, owing to 
various causes, ove of whiclr was, that 
the women ave now allowed to eat pork 
as well as the men, and the consump- 
tion is consequently increased, or per- 
haps doubled.—The war that has a!- 
most desolated the main island of Ta- 
heite (Otaheite) produced a universal 


lassitude with respect to a property: 


that was almost open to destruction, 
and of course but little stock was cul- 


tivated ;- whilst the genera! state of 


poverty that prevailed scarcely left 


the means of supporting themselves. 


Their war was conducted perfectly 
upon a marauding system; burning 
and pillaging, but with the loss of a ve- 

few lives. An army of 300 was 
considered a numerous force; and al. 
though they have a number of mas- 
kets, aud know tolerably well how to 
use them,-yet they do but little execu- 
tion with them, .and if two or three 
fall, the main body immediately give 
way, and fly in all directions. They 
have a great quantity of poultry, and 
a number of goats —The missionaries 
have afew head of horned cattle, and 
a few sheep ;. but hogs and the bread 
fruit constitute the chief dependence 
ofthe islands: Captain Campbell has, 
during his late excursion, sown among 
the islands the loquet, the peach, the 
celery, and other garden seeds. Cot: 
ton is of spontaneous-growth among 
most of the islands; The country, 
which was beatiful in itself,.has deriv- 
ed juxuriance from its intercourse 
with the British nation: the abori- 
gines, who but afew years were cruel 
pagans, are now converted to Chris- 
tianity; their idolatry is passed ; their 
wars are at an end; aud ander the 
guidance of their Missionary friends 
and brethren, they promise to become 
a good aud happy people. 

‘ The inhabitains of Bolabola made 
Captain Campbe!l a present of their 
deity, which consisted of a Jog of wood 
from five to six feet long, and two or 
three inches thick, with a number of 
faces carved upon it. They parted 
with it as a proof of their reformation, 
mda-token of contempt towards their 





former prejudices. Pomaree has. 
not been reinvested with absolute 
power; the chiefs are still afraid that 
he might abuse it ;. but he is so much 
the convert to Christian principles, 
that the fear is supposed ungrounded. 
He resides on a smail spot a few hun- 
dred yards distant from Taheite; and 
seems in the enjoyment of perfect 


content of mind, distributing books to. 


all his countrymen that apply for 
them, and indiscriminately bestowing 
his favours upon those who had been 
his enemies as well as upon his approv- 
ed friends. In fact, so wonderful has 
been the change, that it may truly be 
concluded a miracle has been wrought 
upen the minds:of the people. 

In the Sydney Gazette is an article 
dated Oct. 12, mentioning the arriva! 
of the brig Endeavour, from the Mar- 
quesas and Otaheite, and which 
brought from the latter place two of 


the crew of the Betsey, which was lost. 


at New Zealand; these are Thomas 
Rogers (second oilicer) and ‘Fhomas 
Hunt (seaman,) who are the only sur- 
vivors of 13 that composed the crew 
when she left Macquarie island. Their 
sufferings were almost incredible, and 
they narrowly escaped being killed 
and eaten by the cannibals. By the 
special providence of God their lives 
were preserved, and they were token 
bv the Active to Otaheite, where they 
joined the Endeavour, and by her 
reached Sydney. 

“On the bth of June, the Endeav- 
our left the Marquesas for Otaheite,. 
which she leit the 3ist of July, [in 
1816, we conclude,] leaving the Mis- 
sionaries and {fainilies al! well, and the 
islands in a state of tranquility. Po- 
maree retaining the supreme com- 
mand of the whole, throughout which 
the love of prayer seems to have al- 
most universally diffused itself.” 





AMBOYNA. 

We mentioned, ina former number, 
the grent eagerness of the people in 
the islands which Mr. Kam visited, to 
hear the word of Ged; this will be fur- 
ther evinced hy the following extrac’ 
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/iyanslated from the Malay) of a letter, 
sent by the chief people of the Negery, 
called Aboruw. 


‘To our Minister, the Rev. Joseph 
Kam, who has obtained much _wis- 
dom and honour, who is now to 
preach the word of God in the island 
of Saparua: 

Jlonourable Sir, our Minister, 

The humble request of us, your 
humble servants, as well the Regent,* 
or head of this Negery, as the master 
with all the people of Aboruw, men 
and women, is to pray you, as if it 
were at your feet, that you will pity 
us, and come over to us, al any time 
which will be convenient to you, as 
you return from the Negery Porto, if 
itbe but for-one hour. 

Your epistles of consolation? have 
been very precious toa us; they have 
broken the hearts of us, your siniul 
servants, who have been involved in 
great darkness; but we have been 


| «onstrained to believe in the truth of 


vour consolations, and have been so 
far enlightened, that we have cast 
away and entirely removed all kind 
ef idols, which are very evil. 
{Signed by all the principal people.) 
(15 Nov. 1816.) | 





MALTA. 

A letter from. Mr. Lowndes, dated 
sune 10, 1817, was lately received.— 
He is permitted to preach in his own 
house, which will accommodate about 
190 people. He is now applying 
diligently to the modern Greek lan- 
cuage in Malta, it not being expedient 
that he should yet proceed to the Ioni- 
an Islands. 

A Bible Society has been formed in 
Malta, by the exertions of H. Drum- 
mond, Esq. Dr. Naudie, the Rev. Mr. 
Jowelg, and the Rev. Mr. Lowndes, 
are appointed Secretaries. We augur 


* Patty Aboruw, means the King, or Re- 
gentofthe Negery. The word Kapalla, is 
a head man; the word Soa, an elder man. 


+ By the word consolation (panghiboran ) 
they mean frequently the matter of a Ser- 
mon, or letter. Mr. Kam had sent them 
written Sermons ; he will soen be enabied 
to-print Tracts for their use. 
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much good, by the blessing of God, 
from this institution ; for Malta is most 
advantageously situated for the pur- 
pose of dispersing the Scriptures thro’ 
all the countries bordering on the 
Mediterranean. 

Mr. Drummond, it appears, has 
spent several months at Napies, and 
has there priated Martini’s Bible, in 
tialian, and has formed a Bible Sect 
ety there, even there. In this we re- 
joice, and heartily pray for its contin- 
uance andsuccess. Who can tell but 
we inay enjoy the satisfaciion of see- 
ing a Bible Society established in 
Rome itself? Mr. Drummond has al- 
so printed, at Naples, several Reti- 
gious Tracts, in’ Italian, which are 
widely dispersed. Mr. Lowndes has 
sent some of them to Zante, togeiner 
with extracis from the reporis o ihe 
British and Foreign Dibie society, 
printed in Italianand Engitsh. i pus 
we may hope to see Bible Societies 
formed in the [onian ‘islands, and per- 
haps in Greece. 

‘In a‘former ijetter (dated 17 Mareh 
last,) he mentions a young man (a na< 
tive of England) whoca'led upon him 
requesting a :-Bible. He had spent 
nine of his youthful years in the West 
Indies; after which he was desirous 
of visiting Malta, where his sister had 
-resided ubout fifteen years. Soon af- 
ter his arrival, he caught the plague 
(which then raged in Malta.) and was 
in expectation of death. His sister, 
who had become a Catholic, introdu- 
ced a priest to him, who baptized him 
aCatholic. His health, however, was 
restored ; after which, apon reading 
the Scriptures, which he examined 
chiefly for the purpose of confirming 
his Popish principles, he began to per- 
ceive their falsehood, and gained fur- 
ther light by conversing with Mr. 
Lowndes. He told his confessor that 
he had a Bible; but he was strictly 
charged not toread it. He was deter- 


mined, however, to persevere: and 
the consequence has been his veneun- 
cing Popery, and attending worshi 
consianily with Mr. Lowndes and his 
friends. 
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He suffers much in his worldly cir- 
, cumstances, by this change of his pro- 
fession.’ He e dures patiently the 
persecution of {iis former) father con- 
fessor and other priests, of his wife, 
and her grandmother who lives with 
them, and, most of all, from his sister, 
who, coming to his house to reprove 
him, struck him vialenily on his face ; 
and finding that it was his Bible which 
had effected the change, came to the 
house next day, when he was from 
home, took away his Bible and burnt 
it. He procured another however 
from Mr. Lowndes, and continues 
strongly attached to the Protestant 
Congregation, 

MALACCA, 
An account of Sabai. 

At Penang, Mr. Milne met with Sa- 
bat, who after making a zealous pro- 
fession of Christianity, had apostatized 
to Mahometanism. We shall relate 
what happened, in Mr. Milne’s own 
words. 

‘Jan. 26. To-day met with Sabat, 
the Arabian, formerly a convert to 
Christianity, under the labours of the 
(late) Rev. Henry Martyn, and subse- 
quently employed by the Bible Society 
in Bengal. 

‘ To me his aspect seemed interest- 
ing in the highest degree, and his con- 
versation discovered a very acute in- 
tellect. Ihad before heard of his con- 
version and labours, but knew nothing 
of his apostacy till he himself men- 
tioned it. The causes which led ta 
this unhallowed step, he endeavoured 
to explain, but I could not well under: 
stand them. The facts of his aposta- 
cy, and of his having subsequently 
written a book professedly in favour 
of Mahomedanism, are, I suppose, 
generally known; nor did he himself 
conceal them. On putting some 
pointed questions to him, he said, ‘ I 
am unhappy! Ihave a mountain of 
burning sand on my head! When I 
go about, I know not what I am doing.’ 

‘ He says, ‘ What I did in renoun- 
cing Christianity, and writing my book, 
(which I call my evil work) was done 


in the heat and fury of passion, which 


is so natural to ah Arab ; and my chief 
wish now is, that Goi may spare me 
to refute that book, page by page, [ 
know that it contains ali that can be 
said in favourof Mahomedanism; and 
should I live to refute it, I shall do.a 
greater service to the gospel than if it 
had not been written.’ @ 

He spoke with rapture of the Rev, 
Mr. Martyn, and of several Missiona- 
ries. * Were every hair on my body, 
said he, ‘a tongue I could not fully 
tell that man’s worth, [ knew, and 
have been with, the Rev. Messrs. Cran 
and Desgranges at Vizagapatam. O 
what lovely men! I know the Baptisis 
at Serampore also; they are worily 
men; but I cannot receive their doc- 
trine of adalt baptism.” 

‘The case of this poor man much 
affected me, and Major M‘Innes, who 
was also present. We afterwards 
visited and conversed with him.— 


Before leaving Penang I wrote a let. 


ter to him (he understands English) 
exhorting him to speedy repentance 
and turning to the Lord. He wrote 
an answer to me, alter my return to 
Malacca, which commences thus— 

‘¢Sabat, the corrupted, turned, and 
lost servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the man of God, the Rev. W. Mil- 
ne,’ &c. Towards-the close, he says, 
‘Though my body be not with the 
truth, yet my heart, saul, and under- 
standing, are with it; nor shall they 
ever be turned away from it, by silver, 
gold, jewels, or the riches of the 
world, or any pleasures of science,’ 
&c. &c. 

‘ After a litt'> time, he went over to 
Acheen, with the ex-king: for what 
purpose I know not. But on his way 
back to Penang, he unfortunately fell 
into the hands of the usurper, who 
seized all his property, and put him in 


irons. A few days ago I received a . 


letter from him, from which it appears 
that he is confined day and mght in 
the gun-room of a piratical brig, be- 
longing to the usurper. During the 
night he is always in ivons. He says, 
‘When brought before the Usurper, 
he examined me, and found no fault. 


He then asked me, ‘ What is thy reli» 
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aon? Ans. ‘My parents were Ma- 
homedans.’ Ques. ‘ But what is thy 
religion ?? Ans. *God knows.’ ‘¢ Thy 
parents,’ said the Usurper, ‘were Ma- 
homedanss but thou art a Serance 
(j,e. Christian) and must be killed.’— 
Since that time he has been confined; 
nor does it appear that he denied his 
being still a Christian. he letter 1 
instantly dispatched to Major M‘Innes, 
enireating him to try to procure Sa- 


| bat’s release. May the Lord grant 


that in his captivity his backslidings 
may be healed. 

‘Ihave purpesely enlarged on the 
case of poor Sabat, for the informa- 
tion of the religious public, who have 
not themselves had the opportunity of 
seeing him, or hearing much of him, 
since his departure frora Calcutta. Is 
there not still reason to hope that God 
will do -him good in his latter end ? 

lle is a man of great natural pow- 
evs. The-clear and evangelical -com- 
ments which L heard him make on sev- 
er2l passages and doctrines of Scrip- 
ture shewed that he had not been an 
inattentive learner, and reflect the 
greatest honour on the piety, senti- 
ments, and care, of those worthy men 
under whose instruction he was pla- 


ced.’ 





MALACCA. 

Mr. Milne has now two Chinese 
schools. The average attendance a- 
bout fifty-five. He has introduced as 
much of the Lancasterian method as 
is practicable. Some of the children 
write on sand. Painted beards are 
also used. ‘They alj read Mr. Mor- 
rison’s Chinese catechism, and.com- 
mit itto memory. Mr. M. has been 
assisted in the support of the schools 
by liberal subscriptions from J. H. 
Harrington, Esq. and several other 
gentlemen in Bengal. 

In Siam, there are said to be 20,000 
Chinese. What a noble field for a 
Missionary, for Bibles and Tracts! 





The Vidyalaya, or Hindoo College, at. 


Calcutia. 
Among the extraordinary events of 
the present times, which indicate the 
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rapid advance of mankind toward that 
grand era of Truth and Love, for 
which Christians sedulously labour 
and devoutly pray, the Institution of 
a College at Calcutta, by the Natives 
themselves, is one of the most singular. 

The Institution is remarkabie, as 
being the first which has been formed 
for English instruction, prosecrsp, 
SUPERINTED, and SUPPORTED, by the 
Natives themselves. Surely every se- 
rious observer of the conduct of Di- 
vine Providence must view this new 
institution with amazement. The 
School is proceeding in its course si- 
lently, but effectually. Jam afraid to 
say all that 4d feel on the occasion; as 
my expectations are, perhaps, too san-: 
guine. Let us stand still, and see the 
salvation ef God! 

The primary object of this Institu- 
‘tion is, the tuxtion of the sons of res- 

sctable Hindees, in the English and 
Indian languages, and in the tiiera- 
ture and scievce of Europe aud Asia. 

The College shall inciude a School 
and an Academy. -The former is to 
be established immediately; the latter 
as soon as may be practicable. 

dn the School shall be taught English 
and Bengalee Reading, Writing, Gram- 
mar, and Arithmetic, dy the improved 
method of instruction. The Persian 
language may also be taught in the 
school, until the Academy be estab- 
lished, as far as shall be found con- 
venient. 

In the Academy, besides the study 
of such languages as cannot be se con- 
veniently taught in the School, instruc- 
tion shall be given in History, Ge- 
ography, Chronology, Astronomy, 
Mathematics, Chemistry, end other 
Sciences. 

The Managers will determine at 
what age Students shall be admitted 
to the School and Academy. The 
English languages shall not be taught 
to boys under eight years of age, with- 
out the permission of the Managers in 
each particular instance. 

Boys who are distinguished in the 
school for proficiency and goed con- 
duct, shall receive further instuction 
in ihe Academy, ivee of charge. 











560 Proclamation for Thanksgiving, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


BY HIS EXCELLENCY, 
OLIVER WOL COTT, Esquire. 
Governor and Commander in Chief in 
and over the State of Connecticut, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

IT being the duty of all men to acknow- 


ledge their dependence upon, and ex- 
ess their gratitude io, the Wise and 


benevolent Creator and Preserver of 


the Universe, as well for the bounty 

and protection experienced by them as 

members of communities, as for the 
blessings they enjoy as individuals : 

I have thought fit, by and with the 
advice of the Council, and at the re- 
quest of the House of Representatives, 
in General Court assembled, to ap- 

oint, and I do hereby appoint, 
Thursday, the iwenty-sevenih day of No- 
vember next, to be observed throughout 
this State, as a day of Public Thanks- 
giving and Prayer. And I do accord- 
ingly invite all the good people of this 
State to assemble on said day, and, ac- 
cording to such rights and principles 
as are by them respectively maintain- 
tained, to present the reverential hom- 
age of their hearts to Almighty God, 
for all His inestimable favours to our 
State and Nation; and, in partieular, 
for the blessings of peace, internal 
tranquility, general health, fruitful 
seasons, and sustaining supplies. And 
all Christian ministers and teachers 
are requested devoutly to thank God 
for the divine revelation, perfect ex- 
amble and expiatory sacrifice of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, and the assurance 
thereby derived to mankind, of an ele- 
vated and immortal existence, as a re- 
ward of faith, obedience and peni- 
tence, to be obtained by divine influ- 
ence and favour, by all those who 
rform their duties to Ged and man- 
ind, during this probationary life. 
At the same time, to supplicate the 
divine guidance and protection in be- 
half of the President of the United 
States, and all the legislators, magis- 
trates, judges, and officers of the Gen- 
eral and State Governments ; to en- 


treat that they may possess the spirij 
of their stations, and may @Ause right 
and justice to prevail; that all institu. 
tions for promoting piety, science, mo- 
rality, benevolence and charity, may 
flourish ; that liberty, happiness, 
peace, and security may be continued 
to our country to the latest genera- 
tions, and be speedily extended to ev- 
ery portion of mankind. 

All servile labour and vain recrea- 
tio: on said day, are, by law, forbidden, 
Given under my hand, at the Council 

Chamier, in New-Haven, this eighi- 

eenth day of October, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen, end in the forty-second 
year of the independence of the United 

Stutes of America. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
By His Fxcellency’s Command, 
Tuomas Day, Secredary. 





MISSION AND SCHOOL AMONG THE CHER- 
OKEES. 

The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, assisted 
by Messrs. Hall and Williams and 
their wives, is actively engaged in 
commencing an establishment among 
the Cherokees, which, it is hoped, will 
prove @ permanent blessing to that 
tribe. The government of the U. S. 
has recently made a treaty with the 
Cherokees, the conditions of which are, 
that those families of the tribe, who 
are disposed to remove across the 
Mississippi, shall have as much land 
on the White and Arkansas rivers, as 
they relinquish on the Tennessee; that 
each Indian shall receive a musket, a 
blanket, a keitle, and a steel trap, and 
shall be removed at the expense of the 
United States ; and that each head of 
a family, who chooses to remain in 
his present situation, shall retain a 
square mile of land for his own use. 
This land shall descend to his heirs, if 
he holds it during life; but if he aban- 
dons jt, the government shall take pos- 
session of it. How large a part of the 
tribe will migrate, we have no means 
of judging; nor can it be hastily deter- 
mined, whether a missionary establish- 
meat will accompany or follow them. 








spirit 
right 
Siitue 
', MO- 
may 
MESS, 
nued 
neTa- 
O €V- 


crea- 
Iden, 
Tk il 
ighi- 
ar oF 
ulred 
cond 


n ited 


T. 


1a 
se. 
s, if 
an- 
)0S- 
the 





Tie American Board, &c. have it in 
conten*p!ation to establish missionary 
schoo!s among the Chactaws, Chichk- 
asaws, and Creeks, as speedily as pos- 
sibje. It is hoped, that an entrance 
will be made among the Chocktaws 
theensuingautumn. The government 
has very kindly and readily engaged 
to do as much for each of the tribes 
just mertioned, as was stipulated to 
be done for the Cherokees; that is, 
1o build a house for the residence of 
the instructors, and a school house, 
and to furnish some implements of 
hushanery and of domestic economy 
for the use of the Indians.— Chris. Mes. 


Letter from ihe Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury 
io a member of the Bourd, dated 
Cherokee Nation, June 30, 1817. 


Rev. and dear Sir—it is with great 
satisfaction 1 once more find an op- 
portunity of addressing you, and of 
relieving the painful anxiety which | 
know you have felt for the western 
mission, ‘Truly the Lord has dealt 
kindly with us, and we would praise 
his holy name. We have indeed had 
much labour and many cares; but, in 
a remarkable manner, we have expe 
rienced the trath of that promise, “as 
thy day is, so shall thy strength be 5” 
and we feel more than compensaied for 
all our labours by the cheering pros- 
pects of usefulness which are opening 
before us. But we rejoice with trem- 
bling, and would resign ourselves and 
the cause of Christ in this nation, to 
the hands of him who does all things 
well. 

I arrived at this place on the i3th 
of January. The weather for some 
time afier was extremely cold, for this 
climate, and I felt the want of com- 
fortable lodging, having only a skin 
spread upon the floor and a thin cov- 
ering of blankets; but my health was 
kindly preserved. Immediately on 
my arrival I commenced making pre- 
paration to cultivate the land, and 
commence the school on the plan pro- 
posed. On the 7th of March I had 
the great satisfaction of welcoming the 
arrival of brethren Hall and Williams, 
with their wives. A kind Providence 
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preserved them through many dan- 
gers and brought them to their destin- 
ed piace in safety. Since their ar. 
rival we have all, when health would 
permii, been employed from Monday 
morning till Saturday night, either in 
hard labour, or on journies for the 
mission. We have had to provide for 
a numerous family, and to make pre- 
parations for supplying the wants of a 
still greater one. In such a situation, 
we feel it to be our indispensable du- 
ty to labour as far as health and 
strength would permit, that we might 
not be chargeable. Soon after our 
arrival in the nation, we opened our 
doors to receive children into our fam- 
ily, toteach them the rudiments of the 
English language, the principles of the 
Christian religion, and the arts of civ- 
ilized life. ‘The present number is 
twenty-six. 

These children are of different ages 
from four to eighteen years old. Some 
are full blooded Cherokees; others 
three fourths white. Aj! speak the 
English well, except nine. Those 
whose Indian names are mentioned, 
have received names from us. We 
hope we have not been guilty of tak- - 
iug improper liberties. Six of the na- 
tive children had been at school before, 
and regularly read a portion of Scrip- 
ture at our family worship. These 
have committed to memory since they 
came into our school, all the Sunday 
school catechism, and have now com- 
menced Emerson’s. On the whole, 
we must say our children give us great 
satisfaction, both as to their-doport- 
ment an? progress. Could the friends 
of this mission look into our school, 
and see these tawny sons and daugh- 
ters of the forest listening to our in- 
structions, sitting at our table, and 
bowing around the family altar, we do 
not believe they would grudge the 
money they have given to com- 
mence the establishment. No one 


has as yet left our school, and we ex- 
pect six or seven more in a few days. 
Besides this school, we have on the 
Sabbath a school for black peeple, in 
which there are generally from twen- 
ty to twenty-five, mostly adults, and 
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two Cherokee men, and three white 
men. The conduct and improvement 
of all these is very pleasing ; making 
in all about fifty-six, that are occasion- 
ally or constantly our pupils. 

We have preaching on the Sabbath, 
and our congregation is respectable 
and constantly increasing. Last Sab- 
bath there were nearly one hundred, 
most of whom could understand eur 
language. After a sermon in English 
I endeavoured to speak by an inter- 
preter to those who did not understand 
Ht; but the interpreter not well un- 
derstanding the language, found it 
difficult tocommunicate what I wished 
tosay. One of the men observed, that 
it would be well if I could tell them 
in their own language these good 
things. The audience appear atten- 
tive and so:emn, and much more re 
gular than many where J have been 
present in the settlements. The blos- 
soms may leok promising in spring, 
when there is no fruit in autumn. 


With respect to the manner in whick 


we live, I -wish to give you full satisfac- 
tion, if ime and room permit. Se 
inany have been our inconveniences, 
and so much labour upon our hands, 
that we could not have that division 
of duties, which we hope hereafter to 
observe. Previous to the arrival of 
my brethren, the business of the mis- 
sion has all been conducted by myself. 
This circumstance, together with theix 
feeble health, made it necessary that 
I should still continue to bear the bur- 
den of cares, and of the besiness a- 
broad. ‘This las ieft me no time for 
study or for writing. I mention the 
circumstance, that you may know the 
reason why I did not write sooner. 
My brethren have always been aux- 
ious to relieve me from so mucti atten- 
tion to secular business: and, a few 
days since, I gave the oversight of bu- 
siness entirely into the hands of bro- 
ther Williams. This has relieved my 
mind from a weight of cares, which, 
together with my other duties, I found 
too great te bear. Brother Hall has, 
from the first, had the charge of the 
school; and when out assists in the 


werk we have to do. It was my ori- 
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ginal calculation for us all to Jive te 
one family, and the ehildren to board 
together with us. But on account of 
sister Hall’s health, we judged it best 
for them, (brether and sister H.) te 
occupy a house by themselves, where 
they could have things a little more 
comfortable than in the family. Six 
or seven female children will board 
with them. Respecting these girls, 
we had felt much anxiety. They had 
been accustomed fo somewhat differ- 
ent living, from what we could give 
our numerous family, and their pa- 
rents wished to have some distinction 
made. ‘This could not be done while 
they lived in the same family. After 
it was determined that brother and 
sister Hall should live by themselves, 
we thoughit it best to place these child- 
ren in their fami'v. 4t is doubtful 
whether we shall think it expedient te 
continue this arrangement long. Sis- 
ter Williams has the charge of the 
family business. Tbe family that we 
had engaged to assist us, did not feel 
able to bear their proportion of labor, 
and have quit our service, at a time 
when their assistance was most want- 
ed. But the Lord gives us strength, 
and so we getalong. 

For several weeks we have had 
from five to eight hired men, and twe 
hired black giris in the kitchen. A part 
of this help is employed on our build- 
ings. The expense of these we expect 
will be refunded by the government a- 
gent. This leads me to mention a cir- 
cumstance, unknown as vet I suppose 
by the cemumittee, via: that none of 
the buildings to be erected by govern- 
ment are completed, and only the 
school-house is raised. This has sub- 
jected us to great inconvenience and 
much expense. But it was not owing 
to any neglect on the part of the a- 
gent. The first man that undertook 
to erect the building, failed; and the 
second has advanced no further than 
just stated. Whether it was best to 
go forward with the school, even un- 
der all our inconveniences, "and at an 
increased expense, did not admit of a 
question. We were persuaded that 
the welfare of the mission, and the 
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wishes of its benefactors, required that 
the school should go into immediate 

ration; and that we ought to trust 
ju God for the means of carrying it on. 

We have been obliged to build four 
log cabins for dwelling houses. These 
will accommodate our schoiars, when 
our other houses areerected. Weare 
now engaged ix making and burning 
abou. iwenty thousand pricks, for our 
chimneys ; must soon burn lime for 
the same, and dig two cellars and a 
well. A'‘l this businers comes upon 
us, when we are mest busy on our 
plantation. But it was work that was 
indispensable, with our numerous fam- 
ily, and we thought it betier to do it at 
once, than to be two or three years a- 
bout it. We now have our meal to 
transport forty or fifty miles, and we 
use near a bushela day. This ren- 
dors it necessary that we should have 
a mill immediately; and we are in 
daily expectation of a man to build it. 

The probable cost will be from a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. We have tried to get along with 
out conveniences, but we cannot suc- 
ceed. The ebject, we feel to be a 
great and a good one, and we cannot 
think of abandoning it, because it wil 
cost a little money. 

Agreeably to our instructions we 
have endeavoured to lay the foun- 
dation of the establishment “ broad 
and lasting.” We are daily confirmed 
in the opinion, that when this is once 
done, the annual expense of the school 
will be small, compared with its im- 
portance. Our great resources wil 
be from the cultivation of the land, 
and by raising stock. There is land 
contiguous and of good quality, and 
to any extentthat we may need. We 
have exerted ourselves te get in as 
large a crop as possible. Particulars 
on this subject and respecting stock, 
Ihave mentioned ina letter to the 
treasurer and will not repeat them. 

Perhaps some will think, that we are 
tardy in our operations; and that in- 
stead of one, we ought to have had two 
or three schools, in a state of for ward- 
ness. I willnot say but we could have 
cane more; but if our labours could 
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be fully known, I think most persons 
would acquit us of the charge of indo- 
lence. We cannot doubt the expedi- 
ency of directing all our attention and 
resources to one school in the first in- 
siance. Our present ability will ad- 
mit of no greater exertions ; and the 
Indians would wish to know whether 
we were likely to do them good, before 
we increased our establishment. But 
we confidently hope, that the board 
will soon be able to furnish us with 
the means and the assistance necessa- 
ry tocommence another. There can 
be no doubt but ut will be gratifying to 
the nation to bave two or three estab- 
lished, as soon as it shall be practica- 
ble. The present is an experiment ; 
but so far as we can judge, one which 
promises to be successful. And we 
think no labour or expense should be 
spared to put the means iuto extensive 
operation. 

Sinee IT commenced this letter, bro- 
ther Hati has been violently seized 
with symptoms of a fever ; but by the 
blessing of God, on the means used, 
they are removed, and he is fast re- 
covering. His illness has brought, ad-" 
ditional labours upon us. Please to 
accept this circumstance as an apolo- 
gy for the hasty mainer in which this 
letter is written. We are at times 
ready to sink under our labours; but 
when we think how many encourage- 
ments we have, and how often we 
have been supported, we are astonish- 
ed at our inconstancy and unbelief. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
From the Recorder. 


A letter from the Rev. Mr. Butrick, to « 
Jriend in the vicinity of Boston, fur- 
nishing some account of the “ work 


of the Lord” in Palmyra, (N. Y.) 


Dear Brother,—Agreeably to your 
request, | send you an account of the 
Jate revival of religion in Palmyra. 
That you may have a clearer view of 
the subject, | will briefly mention the 
state of the town previous to the re- 
vival. 

The church scattered over a large 
tract of land, had three places for pub- 

















dic worship; and the congregation, 
though but one, was divided into three 
districts, Eastern, Western and Mid- 
dle. These three anited to support 
one Pastor, but were morally unable 
io support him: Consequently, a short 
time before the revival, he requested 
and received a dismission for want of 
support. After his dismission a 
neighbouring minister (Mr. Pomeroy) 
preached with them occasioually.— 
Sometime in August (1516) he admin- 
istered the Lord’s Supper in the Mid- 
diedistrict. ‘The revival commenced. 
Numbers were awakened, and in a 
short time hopefully converted. Not 
jong after this a blessed shower revived 
the Eastern district. Jn the course of 
$ or LO days about 20 were hopefully 
born again. A dispute then arose be- 
tween the Presbyterians and Metho- 
lists respecting a house of worship. 
The Holy Spirit immediately with- 
drew. The revival ceased. Spiritual 
death seemed to strike almost every 
heart, and buried in thiek darkness 
those who had begun to discover their 
sins. About this time the Western 
district alone employed a minister, 
{Mr. Wheelock.) Wis labours were 
blessed. ‘The Spirit descended, com. 
menced and carried on a glorious 
work. The children ef God awoke 
and rallied round the cross. Private 
and public prayer meetings, conier- 
ences and lectures wese appointed, 
and attended witli great solemnity. 
Christians confessed their faults one 
to another, and deep fetched sighs and 
silent tears marked the concern of sin- 
ners. The work seemed therough, 
and the converts generaliy sound in 
the faith. Thirty or forty in this part of 
the town were hopefully converted and 
added to the church, during the fall and 
winter. Towards the close of the re- 
vival the children of this world, were 
permitted to come forward aud mani- 


fest their violent opposition to the -p 


doctrines and duties oftreligion, and 
thus be instrumental, apparently, of 
grieving away the Spirit of God, and 
staining their garments with the blood 
of souls. 

Sometime in. December, I began to 


‘fessors. 
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labour in the Middle district. There- 
vival had continued here in some. de- 
gree from its first commeucement. 
During the winter we had meetings in 
seme part of the district almost every 
evening in the week, crowded with 
sinners enqsiring what they should do, 
and new converts praising and blessing: 
God. We generally had a sermon, 
-and afler sermon a conference which 


-continued till 10,11 or 12 o’clock,and 


then it was with great reluctance that 
sinners, convinced -of their guilt and 
danger, left the house of prayer. 
Besides these general meetings, the 
ladies old and young, met once in two 
weeks, and the voung ladies alone 
once in two weeks for special prayer ; 
and toward the latter part of winter 
the male members of the church meé 
once a week for the.same purpose. 
Sometime in January, the attention 
began among the children. Many of 
them appeared in distress for their 
souls. instead of spending the time 
between schools in play as usual, they 
spent it in reading the Bible and 
prayer. They held prayer meetings 
by themselves once a week, and. at- 
tended them with great solemnity and 
propriety. -I think that ten or twelve 


-obtained hopes of an interest in Christ. 


In this part of the town, the con- 
cern of sinners was generally mani- 
fested by sighs or tears,-without con- 
fusion or noise te disturb the worship — 
of God. The prayers and praises of 
new converts, appeared to be excited 
by love to God, and his people; and, 
without persuasion, or particular in- 
struction from men respecting them, 
were almost unanimous in receiving, 
as their .sweetest food, the gospel, or 
Calvinistic doctriaes, so styled. 

Christians of various denomina- 
‘tions, were evidenily raised above the 
walls which separate groveling pro-, 
Their great object was to 
ersuade -sinners :to be reconciled to 
God. When this was obtained, they 
were ready to unite in a general an- 
them of praise, without knowing oren- 
quiring to what sect the subject was 


inclined. 


The world looked on in silence and 
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scarcely attempted to oppose the work. 
The goodness of the Saviour, who is 
always mindful of his flock, was pe- 
culiarly manifested in not suffering his 
sheep and lambs tobe torn in pieces 
or scattered abroad, by beasts of prey 
er wolves in sheep’s clothing. ‘The 
Sabbath before I went to Palmyra, 
there were 32 from the different dis- 
tricts added to the chureh, and about 
two months after, 49. The whole 
number added from the commence- 
ment of the revival to the Ist of March, 
was 106. 

In February, when the Lord’s Sup- 
per was administered in the Middle 
district, and 49 added to the church, 
afew persons from the Eastern dis- 
trict were convicted of sin, and ina 
short time, as we hope, converted to 
God. The fire, which had so long 
been buried, seemed now to burst into 
a flame, and again i!lumine that part 
ef the town. A good number (f ain 
unable to say how many) were hope- 


fully delivered from the kingdom of 


darkness. These and ma ny others 
in the Middle and Western dist ricts, 
who had hopes, had not joined the 
church when ! lett themin March. In 
February last the church and congre- 
gation of Palmyra were divided into 
two, called the Eastern and W estern, 
and have now I expect, two sett! led 
ministers, Mr. Townsend and Mr. 
Baily. pre ny be D. S. Burarek. 
Boston, Oct. 9, 1817. 





FROM NATCHEZ. 


Extract of a letter io the Editor of the 

Recorder. Natchez, Sept. 10th 1817. 

“ Dear Sir,—OQur school continues 
to flourish, and we have the satisfac- 
tion of thinking that our labours are 
notin vain. Three of our pupils have 
become hopefully pious. One of these, 
the Lord has called home to himself; 


her death was made the means of: 


awakening one of the others, and the 
third was awakened by the reading of 
those little silent messengers of truth 
which the New-England Tract Socie- 
ty has successfully sent abroad insuch 
mumbers. Ifthe members of that so- 


ciety fully realized the importance of 
their own exertions, and knew the ex 
tent of good they have alfeady done, 
{ firmly believe that toa man they 
would double their subscriptions, and 
that too without diminishing their con- 
tributions to other benevolent objects. 
Suppose that only this single soul had 
been prepared for heaven by their 
tracts, what an unspeakable good has 
been effected! Can money be any 
counterpoise to the value ‘of an im- 
mortal ? Shall the wor!d itself be laid 
in the balance—or ten thousand 
worlds—one soul infinitely more than 
outweighs them all ! 

If i seem too ‘zealously affected,” 
you will forgive me. How can r 
feel otherwise when I see precious 
souls coming to Zion from this re- 
gion of comparative darkness—and 
when these converts are my own 
dear pupils? What were the pac- 
ticular means of awakening the 
first, 1 do not know—perlaps tie 
tracts ; she was a constant reader of 
them. Her religious impressions 
were not discovered till she was, 
brought to her death bed, For some- 
time before, she was fond of retire- 
ment and religious reading—but some 
circumstances led her to stifle her 
feelings, till she could do it no lenger. 
We have no reason to doubi that she 
died in the Lord. 

“ One year ago, there was no church 
of any kind at Natchez; now there 
are three—the Methodis<, the Baptist, 
and our own. Ours consists of 20- 
members. The exact number of 
members in the others, I cannot give; 
their condition however I believe is 
prosperous, and we are glad of theis 
assistance. In the whole Stat¢, we 
have but five Presbyterian preachers. 
I hope we shall be remembered by our 
brethren in New-Englaud. 

A Tract Society has been formed in 
our school. While we were delibera- 
ting on the best method of getting 
tracts into circulation, and regarded 
the difficulties in our way as alinost 
insurmountable, our young ladies of 
their own ‘accord, and without out 
knowledge, formed themselves into o 
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society for the purpose. We had not 
even dared to suggest the thing to 
them, lest the hint should prove pre- 
mature, and defeat our wishes.— 
Thus the Lord relieved us from our 
perplexities, and showed us, that he 
could work without us. The society 
is wholly confined to our school, and 
in their first quarterly subscription 
they have raised nearly 3C dollars.— 
«“ Not unto us, not unto us, but unto 
thy name O Lord, be the glory.” [I 
yemain in the hope of the gospel, 
Yours, &c. R. Pearce” 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

We have the pleasure to announce 
the following additional Auxiliaries to 
the National Society. 

“The Bible Society of Washington 
College,” Virginia: Mr. James T. Pi- 
per, Secretary. 

“The Long Island B. S.” (N. Y.) 
A. Vansinderen, Esq. President, New- 
town ; Rev. David Bogert, Cor. Sec’y, 
Hempstead Harbeur. 

“ The Ohio B. S.”—Gen. Rufus 
Putnam, President, Marietta; Rev. 
Samuel P. Robbins, Cor. Sec’ry 

‘ The Charleston B. 8.” South Car- 
olinia: Gen. Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney, President; Rev. Dr. A. 
Flinn, Cor. Sec’ry, Charleston. 

This addition makes the number of 
auxiliaries now known, to be One Aun- 
dred and twelve.—Chris. Her. 





Anecdote of Dr. Cotton Mather and an 
Indian Chief. 

In the year 1696, Bommaseen, a 
ghief of the American Indians, was a 
prisoner at Boston, in New England, 
with some others of his countrymen. 
Ile desived a couference with one of 
the Boston ministers, which was grant- 
ed him; and he told that minister, 
(which was, no doubt, Dr. Cotton Ma- 
there bimself,) that he wished to be in- 
structed by him in the Christian reli- 
gion, for he was afraid thatthe French 
had imposed upon them, in what they 
had told them respecting Christianity. 
The Doctor inquired of him what ap- 
peared to them most suspicious of the 
things taught them by the French. 





Auxiliaries to the American Bi S.—Anecdoics 


Boinmaseen said, tliat the French had 
told them, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was of the Frenci nation; that his 
mother, the Virgin Mary,was a French 
lady; that they were the English who 
had murdered him; and that whereas 
he rose from the dead, and ascended 
to heaven, all that would recommend 
themselves to*his favour, must avenge 
his quarrel on the English, as far as 
they could. He asked the minister, 
whether these things were so, and 
prayed him to instruet him in the 
Christian religion. The doctor con- 
sidering that the humour and manner 
of the Indians was to have their dis- 
courses managed with much of similt- 
tude in them, looked abuut for seme 
Suitable object, from whence he might 
with apt resemblances convey the 
ideas of truth into the minds of sava- 
ges; and thought none would be more 
agreeable to them than a tankard of 
crink, which happened then to be 
standing on the table. So he proceed- 
ed in this method with them. 

He told them, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ had given us a good religion, 
which might be compared to the good 
drink on the table. - That if we take 
this good religion (even that good 
drink,) into our hearts, it will ¢> us 
good, and preserve us from «cath. 
‘l'hat Goud’s book, the Bible, is tue 
cup wherein that good drink of reli- 
gion is offered unto us. That the 
French, having the cup of good drink 
in their hands, hath put poison into it; 
and then made the Indians to drink 
that poisoned liquor, whereupon they 
ran mad, and fell to killing the Eng- 
lish, though they could not but know 
it must issue in their own destruction. 
That it was plain the English had put 
no poison into the good drink, for they 
set the cup wide open, and invited all 
men, even the very Indians them-. 
selves, (into whose language Mr. Elli- 
ot had translated the scriptures) to 
come and see before they taste. But 
they might fairly infer, that the French 
had put poison into the good drink, 
because they kept the cup fast shut, 
(the Bible in an unknown tongue,) 
ond Went their hands upon the eyes of © 











tie Indians, when they put it to their 
mouths. 

The Indians expressing themselves 
to be well satisfied with what the doc- 
tor had hitherto said, prayed him to 
go on, showing them. what was the 

ood drink, and what was the poison 
which the French had put into it. 

He then set before them distinctly 
the chief articles of the Christian yeli- 
gion, with all the simplicity and sin- 
cerity of a Protestant; adding upon 
each, This is the good drink in the 
Lord’s cup of life: and they still pro- 
fessed, that they liked it all. Where- 
upon he demonstrated to them, how 
the Papists had, in their idolatcous 
popery, some way or ether cepraved 
and altered every one of these arti- 
cles with scandalous ingredients of 
their own invention; adding upon 
each, this is the poison which the 
French have put into the cup 

At last be mentioned this article— 
“To obiain ithe pardon of your sins, 
you must confess your sins to God, end 
pray to God, that he would pardon 
them for the sake of Jesus Christ, who 
died for the sins of his people: God 
loves Jesus Christ infinitely; and if 
you place your eye ev Jesus Christ 
only, when you beg the pardoa of your 
sins, God will forgive them. You need 
coufess your sins to God only, except 
in cases where men have known your 
sins, or have been hurt by them; and 
then those men should know that you 
coniess your sins; but after all, none 
but God can pardon them.” He then 
added, “ ‘The French have put poisen 
into this good drink; they tell you 
that you must confess your sins to a 
priest, and carry skins to a priest, and 
submit to a penance enjoined by him ; 
and this priest is to give you a par- 
don. ‘There is no need of all this: 
it is nothing but French poison all of 
it. ? 

The poor wretches appearing aston- 
ished to meet with one who could so 
fairly put them into a glorious way of 
obtaining the pardon of their sins, and 
yet take no beaver skins for it, fell 
dawa upon theix knees in a rapture of 


Anecdote of a@ Religious Tract. 
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astonishment, and getting his hand in- 


te theirs, fell to kissing it, with an ex- 
treme show of affection. 

He shaking them off, with dislike of 
their posture, Bommaseen, with the 
rest of them, stood up, and iirst lifting 
up his eyes and hands to heaven, de- 
claring that God should be the judge 
of his heart in what he said, spoke 
thus: “Sir, I thank you for these 
things; I resolve to spit upon all the 
French poison; you shall be my fa- 
ther, 1 will be your son ; I beseech you 
continue to imstruct me in that reli- 
gion, which may bring me to the saf- 
vation ef my soul.” The Doctor adds, 
“¢ Now God knows what heart this In- 
dian had when he so expressed him- 
self: to Him let us leave it.” 





Anecdote of a Religious Tract. 
Extract from the Plymov'h Dock Auxilia- 
ry Tract Soci ty. 

December, 19th, 1816. 

We take this opportunity of inform- 
ing you of some success that has at- 
tended our distribution. ‘The tract 
entitled The Dairyman’s Daughter 
happened to fall into the hands of a 
woman of notoriously wicked charac- 
ter; the title attracted her notice, and 
invited her perusal. She was fre- 
quently tempted to cast it from her, 
but 

** God moves in a mysterious wag, 

“His wonders to perform.” 

She had read only three pages, wher 
the scales dropt froin her eyes, and the 
veil was rent from her heart; she was 
constrained to cry aloud for the dis- 
quietude of her soul ; she went on ber 
way mourning for several weeks: but 
that God, who has promised to heat 
the broken hearted, burst her bunds 
asunder, and set her soul at liberty.— 
She is now an humble follower of 
Jesus, and an ornament to the Chris- 
tian religion; she also bids fair for 
usefulness in the church of Christ.— 
Thus, sir, we have seen one sinner, @ 
second Magdalene, saved by grace :—- 
let all the glory be ascribed to the 
Lord. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. 


$ In due season we shall reap if we. fuint 
not. Gal. vi. 9. 


With such a sweet promise I'll labour 

the more, 

For soon will the season of labour be o’er ; 

And O, should I loiter, a child may be 
gone, 

Far off from instruction, and never return. 

Good God! make me faithful, and then let 
me prove 

‘The work I’m engag’d in is ‘labour of love,’ 

And let nota child that is under my care 

Sink down ia the regions of endless despair. 


The Bible, blest book! is the world’s 

map, so true, 

It points out life’s dangers, the journey all 
through, 

And children with this may the wilderness 
tread, 

Though trouble and darkness around them 
are spread ; 

Then if father and mother be torn from their 
side, 

The Bible will teach them and be the best 
guide ; 

Willturn them from error to wisdom and 
truth, 

To God as a Father and Guide of their 
youth. 


Should the terrible thunders of Sinai be- 
gin, 
And the heart be distressed with conflicts 
within; 
If, with sorrow oppress’d the breast heaves 


a sigh, 

And tears of sad anguish start forth from 
the eye; 

Should nature, exhausted, grow faint and 
decline, 

They would not for millions the Bible re- 
sign ; 

For this precious fountain their wants can 
supply, 

When =“ other fountains are empty and 

ry. 


__ By Jesus deliver’d, the spirit is blest, 

And crying’ * Come Jesus,’ flies up to her 
rest. 

Rejoice then, ye Teachers, this harvest is 
yours, 

And this gracious promise your harvest se- 
cures, Evan. Mag. 





Ordination. 

Ordained, on the 8th inst. over the 
church and congregation in Camden, Rev. 
Henry Smith, a student (rom the Theologic- 
al Seminary at Andover, and several 
wonths a missionary in the service of “ The 


Poctry.—Ordination.—Installation.—Obi luary. 


Ladies’ Missionary Society” Ta conse- 
quence of the great fall of rain on the pre- 
ceding day, and the destruction of bridges, 
some of the council who had been expected 
to lave performed a part of the exe: cises, 
were absent. Rev. ‘oba Frost of Whiies- 
borough, made the iniroductory prayer, 
and delivered the sermon; Rev. Moses 
Gillet of Rome, nrade the consecrating 
prayer, and gave the right haad of tellow- 
ship: Rev Oliver Leavit, of Richland, 
gave the charge (o the Bishop; Rev. Da- 
vid f. Dixon, of Mexico, gave the charge 
to the peuple: andthe Rev. Mr. Leavit 
made ihe concluding prayer 

Tle exercises were appropriate, and im- 
pressive. The audience. considering the 
weather, was large, and by their atteutiou 
and the interest they manifested in the 
transactions of the day, evinced a religious 
zeal deserving of imitation, and bighly 
gratifying to the friends of Zion. 





Installation. 


On the 16th ult. the Rev. Arthur Joseph 
Stansbury was installed over the First Pres- 
byterian church and congregation in Al- 
bany. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Wood, of Am- 
sterdam ; the charge to the pastor by the 
Rev, Mr. Chester, and an address to the 
congregation by Dr. Nott. The Sermon 
was excellent, and the services were able, 
solemn and impressive throughout. 





From the Georgia Journal of Oct. 14, 
OBITUARY. 


Died on Friday morning, the 3: inst. 
the Rev. Robert Finley, D. D. Presiden. of 
the University of Georgia, after a painful 
illness of eighteen days. 

Whether we consider the death of this 
truly pious man, in a private or public 
view, the causes of regret multiply upon 
us, with such successive and increasing 
rigor, as to overwhelm the mind with the 
most bitter feelings of anguish. He has 
leftan amiable wife and nine children to 
mourn his afflictive loss. This family have 
recently been brought from the bosom of 
their friends and relations, and by the mel- 
ancholy dissolution of its head, are now 
cast upon a land of strangers. 
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